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Former Scout National Chaplain

SILVER JUBILEE OF
SOLDIER PRIEST

(O TUESDAY, 27th March, an invalid priest living

in retirement celebrates the silver jubilee of his
ordination. Nothing very remarkable about that, it
may be said. Nothing except the man himself.

His name is Willlam Doug-
las Hamilton, who was born
in 1907, studied at George
Watson's College, Bdinburgh,
and became a junior echool
master at the Abbey School,
Fort Augusius, in 1929,

His two great loves were,
and ave, rugby football and
scouting. He devoted himself
to the school rugby XV,

1o the extent 'of declining an
invitation to play for the

North of Scotland against ko

Benny Osler's Springboks in
1992 because there was a
school match that day and he
had 1o be thore. He alao took
on the Scout troap, and ms

i one of the hest 1a the High:
land area.

In 1000 he loft the achool
and entered the Beda
1o begia. bls studice: for the
riesthood. But in the mean-

e he had volunteered for
military service, and was
called up in 1940, After two
ears in the Seaforth Hij
anders, he was posted to
Special’ Operations Executive,
one of several cloak and dag-
ger outhts formed to” pene-
rate into the occupied coun-
France in particular,
support the resistance
movement there.

He took part in & number
of operations and was para-
chuted into France. He was
then seconded to an Officers
Selection Board with the rank

Major, and for a short
time o4 Licutenant-Colonel,

ries,
and

Leg amputated
In 1914, knowing that D-
Day was hear, he volunteered
for active service, and man-
ed to wheedle his way back
0 his unit. He landed on the
Normandy beaches some time
after D-Day, and early in
July a mortar bomb exploded
at his feefl. He was rushed to
the Regimental Aid post,
where the mirgeon ampulated
s Tight leg Just below the

other leg would have to come
off as well, as it was so badly
damaged. He refused abso-
lutely to allow this, _saying
that he needed leg_be-
cause he was golng to be a
priest and they wouldn't let
him be ordained # he didn’t
keep it.

He managed to persuade
them. They warned him that
he would meed many oper-
ations and much paia before
it could be patched up, but he
insisted, and in the end
tha”sid” of ‘anartifciad nght

leg, he was able to walk
again.
Ordained in
Rome

He went back to the Beda
In 1945, and was eventually
ordained on 27th March, 1948
in St, Jobn Lateran, Rome, at

the age of 40.

Father Hamilton was first
posted as curate at St. Mary's
Cathedral, Bdinburgh, and in
1954 moved to the Poor Clare
Convent, Edlaburgh, as Chap-
lain. In both places his bound-
less’ energy overflowed into
many other tasks.

For twenly years he was
national chaplain  to the
Scouts and attended meetings,
camps and Jamborces, where
his walk and “tin leg” became
familiar to Scouts of many
nationalities.

He was also for many
years the eflicient and indus-
trious organiscr of the Edin-
burgh Diocesan Aged and in-
firm clergy Fund,

Confined to

wheelchair

Five years ago it became
evident ‘that his health was

- declining and he retired to St.

Anne's “Home, _Muas:
and ‘later to Fdendale Hos-
pital. Tn 1970 he moved to St.
Andrew's College, Drygrange,
Melrose,

He is now largely confined
to a wheelchair, needs a cer-
tain_amouat of nursing, and
for the past three years the
students of Drygrange have
been looking affer him.

But he is by no means la-
active. He is a valued meinber
of the community, who con-
tributes much to the training |
of future priests, and who|
goes every yoar to Lourdes
with the diocesan pllgrimage.
, he is now able o
concelebrate Mams with the
priests of the College every
day.

On Tuesday, 27th March, he

will_concelebrate Mass with
Gray and many

his priest friends in the Cal-
chapel.

of | Books) and by Arthur Wynn

Abortion
danger
to children

A report consisting of two
papers), reviews some 75
publications  from 12
countries, some of which have
long _experience of induced
abortion.

The evidence s that an in-
duced abortion increases the
risk to children born  subse-
quently A child born to &
woman who has had an In-
duced abortion is more likely
to be bom prematursly, A
child born 'prematurely
more likely to suffer mental
or_physical handicap or both. | !

The papers reviewrd show
that an Induced abortion may
damage a  woman's Tepro-
Quctive organs in ways that
only became apparent in a
subsequent pregmaicy and
may ' then  prejudice the
growth of the foetus aid pro-
duce difficulties during labour.

It is concluded that o major
consequence of adu-ed abor-

tion 1s that it frequently
reduces the  reverlustive
capability of wowen and

makes them less eligible for
subsequent planned calidbear-
ing.

“Further research _eoncen-
trated on the effect of induced
abortion on subsxqueat child-
bearing is_recommended. In
the meantime it 18 suzgested
that it should be assum=d ns

art of education for parent-

004 that abortion is neither

faced with the difficult 1
of counselling women s

| Shortion should he given miors
| el by “the D patmeat of
Hoslth and Soclal Security.

| The report was p
Mangarol Wynn (awiner of
Fatherless Families  and

{ Family “Policy, “published by
Michael Joseph and Penguin

(formerly a Chief Scientific
Officer in government service).
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LENTEN STATIONS

‘Custom revived in
5 dioceses

(ATHOLICS in five areas of England and Waley
will be doing something different for Lent this
year. They are reviving an ancient practice—called
‘Lenten Stations'—which dates back to the infancy

of the Church.

The diocese of Westminster,
lford, Leeds and Nobting:
m have announced that
this year they wil ollow the

xammple Cardiff  where
‘Ceattn, Stations' were atve:
duced three years ago,

A Leaten Station is a
gathering of all Catholics.
from an area with their bishop
50 that they can worship to-
ether, renew their sortow for
sin_and listen to the Word of

God.

Aithough _there are
ferences of detail In the pro-
grammes each diocese,
there are features in com-
mon.

All Catholics, priests and
people, are invited to a cen-
tral ‘church on ditferent
evenings duriag Lent — there
the Bishop is the chief cele-
brant of a Mass whi
priests  concelebrate
him,

The Bishop — or In some
cases a specially appointed
priest preaches on the
importance of Lent
the need for a genune con
version of life.

To aid charity
Catholics are _encouraged

to make thelr peace with God
through a sincere coafession.

with

congregation.

and on | gi

ich s |1

|

Priests are brought in to help |

the priests of that church to 'diocesan Cathedral for the
hear the confessions of the'solmen Moas of the Blssing

The day of the station Mass
is a day set aside for extra
prayer, for special sacrifice,
People’ are encouraged to give
the money saved by their
fasting and abstinence to
some  worthwhile charity.
They are also asked to
receive Holy Communion at
the Station Mass,

In most pluces the genge of
unity is_strengthened
Social gathering  after  the
‘station’ at_which simple re-
freshment is served.

Importance
of Lent

The revival has a three-
told purpose.

1—It is meant to emphasise
the importance of Lent, which
has diminished in_the col-
lective  consciousness 0 ¢
Catolics over  the  recent

2By bringing _together
Catholics from an area with
their bishop, the uaity of the

diocese is cmphasised, Bishop
and people together are seen
to be acting as a local church.

3—The succession of Len-
ten Stations is meant to lead
up to a climax on Maundy
Thureday in Holy Week. On
that day, priests and_people
from all over the diocese are
encouraged to come to the

of the
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St. Patrick’s Dance
PLAZA BALLROOM, Glasgow
FRIDAY, 16th MARCH, 1973

9 pm — 2 am.

Featuring

ROSSES CEILI BAND
MARY FROM DUNGLOE
COMPETITION

3 ADMISSION 60p
144

Late Licence

P. Roarty. poochill

Tickets available from:

Road  (558-5148), Donnelly's ~Newsagents,
Crown Street (429-2921), P._ McFadden, B pord
Streer (423-0798), Mrs. McCole, 11 Commercial

Court (429-3336)

GLASGOW IRISH ASSOCIATION

ST. PATRICK'S NIGHT
CEILI AND DANCE

IN KINGSTON HALLS, GLASGOW
ON FRIDAY, 16th MARCH, 1973
From 9 Fully Licensed Bar
"KESTS 60p. from: Donnelly's Newsagent, Crown

Loct Erne Bar, Spoutmouth; Derry Treanor's
Bar, Catheart Road.

st

GRAND CEILIDHE MHOR

in ST. SAVIOUR'S HALL, Govan

on ST. PATRICK’S NIGHT (Sat. March 17th)
9 ps Admission 30 peace

(Cead Mile Failte for all members)

O
,',2?.':‘...!"‘ FOE =5 Board meeting
eeney and Sean )Ic()ulre‘

¥ uheked By powariu,

County Bourd members and

of club delvgates are reminded of

the County Board meeting

Which will take place at St

Bridget's School, ‘15 Swinton
i . on 3

th

Sinrie Forry
can give n plentiful supply of
fhe ball to their atiack then
Hugh O Kane, Sean Y.
HAED Cooke and Phil Walsh
can be counted on to test the

Please come early.

oS STOKES V.C.  CELTIC S.C.

RAN
SAINT PATRICK'S
CONGE

in

HALL,
Gorbals
on
SATURDAY, 17th March
6.20 pm. 810 pm.

JAM

MUNGO’; Mofrat Street

Two performances

Prosenting

THE GLEN DALY SHOW

Prior to tour of Canada, U.S.A. and Austrs

Mr. Glasgow Himself

GLEN DALY

BILLY LITTLE — HEL
EUGENE THE  HARBOUR
McLAUGHLIN SCHOOL OF IRE

CERS — CLEM (the Great) DANE

TICKETS 40y, 30 and 6o rom Cuthberts

: Carruth's Grotto, Castl

U uwm.n\ Travel, Catheart Road:

1 Plean tstoun; Benny's Bar, G

1. Gallagher, roy Place S.2. Phone 647 173
Sands Repe 122 Clyde Street

Cam-
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ous ground al Perth, though

form choice for

Alrdrie ren

Saturday’s opponents
same Killie, th
fighting for survival
top section. So you s

in the g

with their strongest critics in
round Tynccuste. Tt

Motherwell

Boys’ Guild

[ Fistures for  Saturday.'
ch 3.

nior e Cup — St
Bridget’s Saints; St
| Thomas’ amba’s;

! patric's v. ot

i Jumior ~ League Cup St
John's v, 8t Dridgets; St

| Ninians v. 8t Erancis
Teague St Augustine's

Lona i St
| Petors” . Both

Cathedral
well St Bride’s v. St Th
A

a ‘mystery. Tn the they st Marsarst varys 14
have won through to the lust 3
cight. In the league they &
really are clithanging. b
At Kilmarnock they sprang 5 vl
their latest Cup _surprise. 510" fouies

why S
Alrdtie should be confident of 3
the points they #o desperately i

need. s
Hearts are out in the cold,

ase the maroons situ-! . 2 A
might sase tho maroons AU suered tear, compermand
ic that si. caterines ey an
their 14w
T stimate that Dundee's i
two ot Wi g0t ihre B 3%
points United onie from a ™ w
Vit to Ayr. ‘and the Dens|
inen’ o double from
Morton's {rip to the north. 'Sk Metaets ()
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total. For n draw I wonldn't &
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